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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgment 

1 . Applicants' preliminary amendment filed on March 26, 2004 is acknowledged. 
Accordingly, claims 1-28 is cancelled. Claims 29-36 are newly added and remain 
pending. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: 

a. "reading means for reading identification information unique to a medium"; 
"communicating means for communicating to a server ...."; "unlocking means for 
unlocking the locked content..." as recited in claim 1. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

In claim 29 , it unclear what is the corresponding structure (and the equivalents 
thereof) of the "reading means for reading identification information unique to a 
medium"; "communicating means for communicating to a server "unlocking means 
for unlocking the locked content..." as recited in claim 1. 
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Regarding all the means for" phrases, Applicant is again reminded, "For claim 
clauses containing functional limitation in 'means for' terms pursuant to § 1 12 6, the 
claimed function and its supporting structure in the specification must be presented with 
sufficient particularity to satisfy the requirements of § 1 12 U 2." S3 Inc. v. nVIDIA corp., 
259 F.3d 1364, 1367, 59USPQ2d 1745, 1747 (Fed. Cir. 2001) (citations omitted). In 
other words, "[f]ailure to describe adequately the necessary structure, material, or acts 
corresponding to a means-plus-function limitation in the written description means that 
the drafter has failed to comply with Section 112, Para. 2." Atmel Corp. v. Information 
Storage Devices, Inc., 198 F.3d 1374, 1380 53USPQ2d 1225, 1229 (Fed. Cir. 1999) 
citing In re Dossel, 115 F.3d 942, 945, 42 USPQ2d 1881, 1884 (Fed. Cir. 1997). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 29-36 . are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schull U.S. Patent No. 5,509,070. 
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As per claims 29. and 33. Schull discloses a content reproducing device for 
reproducing data comprising locked content stored on a medium, the device comprising: 

reading means for reading identification information unique to a medium (fig. 2; 
col. 8, lines 10-25; ...unique identifier which can be accessed by the programmmer's 
program....), 

communicating means for communicating to a server certain information based 
on such identification information (see fig. 2; ....transmit passwordable ID and feature ID 
to licensing system....), 

unlocking means for unlocking the locked content after a validity of such certain 
information is certified through a server (col. 3, lines 50-67; advanced features of the 
program is unlocked...; col. 5, lines 20-45). 

As per claims 30 and 34 . Schull further discloses the content reproducing 
device, wherein the reading means is for reading identification information recorded on 
a medium in the form of stripe patterns, each stripe of which extends along a radius of 
such medium (col. 8, lines 10-25; ...unique identifier which can be accessed by the 
programmmer's program....; note: stripe is inherent property of the medium). 

As per claim 31 and 35 . Schull further discloses the content reproducing device, 
wherein the reading means is for reading identification information recorded in an area 
overlapping a pre-pit region of a medium (col. 8, lines 10-25; ...unique identifier which 
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can be accessed by the programmmer's program....; note: a pre-pit is an inherent 
property of the medium...). 

As per claim 32 and 36 . Schull further discloses the content reproducing device, 
wherein the reading means is for reading certain information comprising a connection 
address of a server (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 10; ...activates ... communication 
between user and licensing processor...). 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference cited to Fite et al U.S. Patent No. 5,930,215 is a 
document considered relevant to the claimed invention. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art ad are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Charlie Lion Agwumezie 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 



Acc 

September 24, 2007 




